Prevalence and types of wounds among children receiving care in the home.
The purpose of this study was to determine the number of children with wounds receiving home care, determine the types of wounds among these children, and identify wound care products used in the treatment of children. This study was a multi-site, descriptive, cross-sectional, collaborative, study involving 13 home healthcare agencies and a university. Nurses (n = 281) were systematically selected to collect data for patients receiving home care visits during a 1-week period. The nurses recorded data on 77 children who ranged in age from less than 1 year to 18 years (mean = 3.1 years, SD = 4.72). The children included 47 males and 30 females, most of whom were African-American (n = 59). Among the 77 children, 16.9% had wounds. Children with wounds were significantly older and had more reasons for the home healthcare visit than children without wounds. The presence of a wound was not significantly related to the length of the visit, gender, or race. The most common wound was a surgical incision. The wound care treatments used most were tap water and gauze. In conclusion, wound care is frequently part of the care for a child in the home. Therefore, nurses need to be aware of wound assessment and wound care protocols that match a child's growth and development and family needs.